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Red Gate Gallery is proud to present Luminosity: Zhang Zhaohui Solo Exhibition, Peng Feng

serving as the Art Director. The exhibition will run from June 6 to July 5, 2026. The opening and
Footprints performance art, will take place from 3 pm to 5 pm on Saturday, June 6, 2026.

The distinctive feature of Zhang Zhaohui’s ink paintings is the portrayal of light. This is not abstract
or realistic, but rather an evocative, spiritual form of artistic expression. Whether within the cultural
context of ink painting or in the context of contemporary art, these works present a unique and
distinct personal artistic vision. Therefore, the theme of this exhibition is Luminosity: Art needs to
shine, bringing warmth and showcasing a bright future.

Over the past four decades in the context of Chinese art, Zhang Zhaohui’s artistic journey has
exhibited a unique, progressive, and deepening artistic trajectory. This experience encompasses
extensive involvement in various aspects of the art system, including twenty years of work in art
museums, field research into folk arts, art criticism, independent curating, art historical studies,
artbrokerage, and international art exchanges. Over the past two decades, he has engaged in
diverse artistic practices and explorations, including performance, installation, photography, and
innovative and transformative experiments in ink painting, which have had a significant impact. This
exhibition is his third solo show at Red Gate Gallery, showcasing a new facet of Zhang Zhaohui’s
exploration of ink painting since the Pandemic.

Unlike many contemporary explorers of ink painting, he gradually integrated his rich and diverse life
experiences and artistic expertise over four decades into his works. This includes his traditional
calligraphy and painting practice during his childhood, his experiences living in Impiral gardens such
as the Summer Palace and Xiangshan Park in Beijing during his early years, his study of ancient
Chinese material culture at the Museum Studies Program of Nankai University, his extensive
exposure to various art forms while working at the National Art Museum of China, his nationwide
fieldwork into folk art in the early 1990s, as well as his exposure to contemporary Japanese and
Korean art and minimalist, conceptual, and land art from Europe and America when he studied in
New York City in his early thirties. These diverse, intensive and vibrant life experiences and artistic
career gradually permeated and engulfed his artistic thoughts, inspiration, and explorations,
manifesting themselves in his diverse yet continuous and genealogical works of ink art.

Zhang Zhaohui is a long-termist artist who has made significant contributions by integrating light,
space, and structure into ink painting. He has developed an artistic lineage centered on light and
lines, water, and ink, and has effectively transformed the essence of traditional Chinese aesthetics
and brushwork expression into contemporary context and artistic vocabulary that can be shared
internationally. This has gradually opened up new frontiers for contemporary ink.
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Zhang Zhaohui's freehand abstract ink works extend, transform and transcend the traditional
techniques and aesthetics of Chinese freehand brushwork. He unfolds brush-and-ink imagery
through spatial composition and structural arrangement. While retaining the essence of traditional

brush art, his works expand the expressive power of this age-old culture in contemporary society
and carry forward the spirit of traditional Chinese culture.

— Peng Feng, Art Theorist, Former Dean of the School of Arts, Peking University

Zhang Zhaohui's exploration in ink art has addressed the predicament of traditional brushwork in
modern times. The debate over ink painting is not about abandoning brush and ink amid stylistic
changes. Instead, the core lies in transforming traditional brush language into a contemporary
artistic vocabulary — a notion fully validated by his artistic practice.

— Liu Xiaochun, Late Renowned Art Critic, Former Research Fellow, Chinese National Academy of Arts

If the light in Li Keran’s paintings shines onto the canvas from the outside, the "light" in Zhang
Zhaohui’'s works emanates from behind the picture plane, representing a distinctive artistic
experiment. In this regard, his exploration of light and shadow differs from that of past Chinese
painters, which is what | admire most about his creations.

— Shui Tianzhong, Late Renowned Art Critic, Former Research Fellow and Director of the Fine Arts
Research Institute, Chinese National Academy of Arts

What makes these works remarkable is the complete absence of figurative representation on the
canvas. Eternal natural structures, perpetual physical laws, cosmic order and harmony, together
with the cyclic movement of weather, seasons, water flows and life cycles governed by these
principles, have long been core themes of Chinese ink art. Zhang Zhaohui, however, reinterprets all
these elements from a contemporary perspective.

— Richard Vine, Editor-in-Chief of Art in America

Though equipped with profound knowledge of art history and art theories, Zhang Zhaohui has never
set for himself the mission or obligation to "complete the contemporary transformation of ink art".
Instead, he has always consciously rooted himself in the extensive lineage of ink painting language,
perpetually discovering the boundless charm inherent in this art form.

— Yang Weimin, Ink Art Critic & Curator

To some viewers, Zhang Zhaohui's new ink paintings have seemed at odds with China's millennium-
old ink painting tradition ever since their debut. Thus, they have garnered little praise from the
domestic ink art circle, whose practitioners regard his brushwork, composition rules and especially
spatial layout as unconventional and iconoclastic.

— Fang Zhenning, Renowned Art Critic & Curator

Zhang Zhaohui's ink works feature pure rationality, integrating Eastern and Western aesthetics while
echoing the essence of ancient and modern art. They reveal that the language of contemporary ink
art holds endless fresh visual possibilities.

— Shi Jianbang, Art Critic



EE Red Gate Gallery
. —_ =+hAF!
4 N L] JER 35 Years in 2026

R v A - B o Ai = x == == == = == ——— —
— > &
w

g YT e P P BT
sV YTYYTTNeIuY] WEVURENUNRNpENNEN

m‘.lllullllllllllm'lllli}ll- e L LTLLE R EE B N H 1 O S S

Zhang Zhaohui 3K#AIE
Light Wave Y&

2025

Ink on xuan paper E4UKE
350 x 290 cm
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Zhang Zhaohui KEARE
Chaotic Color A JB/EEa% A
2023

Ink and color on xuan paper E4Gi&E
180 x 130 cm
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Zhang Zhaohui 3K#AIE
Chaotic Color B jBififa%¥ B
2023

Ink and color on xuan paper E4KiZE
180 x 130 cm
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Zhang Zhaohui 3KERIE
Light ¥¢

2025

Ink on xuan paper E4tKE
82 x 66 cm
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Zhang Zhaohui 3KEBIE
Dreamland %15
2021

Ink and color on xuan paper E4KiZE
63 x 49 cm
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Zhang Zhaohui 3KEBIE
Spring &
2021

Ink and color on xuan paper E4KiZE
60 x 47 cm
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Zhang Zhaohui 5KEAIE
Ice-out fifi%R
2021

Ink and color on xuan paper E4G&E
66 x 66 cm
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Zhang Zhaohui KEARE
Grided Rainbow &84T
2019-2024

Ink and color on xuan paper E4Gi&E
93 x 64 cm
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Zhang Zhaohui 5KEAIE
Freehand Abstract E=iH52
2026

Ink on xuan paper E4/KE
35x35¢cm
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Zhang Zhaohui 3KERRE
Blossom {£FF

2026

Ink on xuan paper S4KE
35x41 cm

Zhang Zhaohui 3KEBIE
Gravity 3|73

2026

Ink on xuan paper E4%/KE
31 x36 cm
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Zhang Zhaohui 5KEAIE
Lunar Eclipse A&

2025

Ink on xuan paper Stk
41 x40 cm
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Zhang Zhaohui 3KEBIE
Deep Sea 06 ;¥ 06
2026

Ink on xuan paper Stk
45 x 45 cm
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Zhang Zhaohui 3KERRE
Deep Sea 07 iF& 07
2025

Ink on xuan paper Stk
37 x50 cm
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Zhang Zhaohui 3KEARE
Deep Sea 08 &g 08
2025

Ink on xuan paper E4UKE
35x45cm
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Zhang Zhaohui 5KEAIE
Untitled 01 FERE 01

2025

Ink on xuan paper E4UKE
20 x 18 cm
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Zhang Zhaohui 3KEBIE

Untitled 02 FER 02

2025

Ink on xuan paper E4UKE
32x23cm
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Zhang Zhaohui 3KEBIE

Untitled 03 FE& 03

2025

Ink on xuan paper E4UKE
34 x 23 cm
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Zhang Zhaohui 3KEBIE

Untitled 04 FERX 04

2025

Ink on xuan paper E4UKE
26 x 20 cm
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Zhang Zhaohui 3KEARE

Untitled 05 Fo@t 05

2025

Ink on xuan paper E4UKE
29 x 23 cm
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Zhang Zhaohui 3KEARE

Untitled 06 FoRE 06

2025

Ink on xuan paper E4tKE
32 x20 cm
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Zhang Zhaohui 3KEARE

Untitled 07 FG&R 07

2025

Ink on xuan paper E4tKE
31 x23 cm
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Zhang Zhaohui KEARE
Untitled 08 FEt 08

2025

Ink on xuan paper E4tKE
29 x 22 cm



EE Red Gate Gallery
- - & o 3 5 =+hHAF!

Years in 2026

Zhang Zhaohui 3KEBIE

Untitled 09 FE& 09

2025

Ink on xuan paper E45/KE
26 x 20 cm
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SKEANE, 1965 FATILR. 1988 FEWVTEFAAY, EMETHEZAHARE, IMIKKRBEIE, 1995 FREAMLE
7, 1998 FIREEBEFRINSARESRZ AL, 2003 £ 2006 F, THRREANFFEBEELIZM, JTA
EaEE, WIIE, EETALSIR.

DR NARBEGERE: (=) |, A IEEE, JbR (2026) ; (KEZHE) , Crossing Art, HLJ (2025) ; (K=EH
BE) , 456 ArtGallery, £ (2024) ; (M) , ERZEACER, &5 (2023) ; (SAEE) , KiFSA=E,
b= (2023) ; (GKERRESRVERE) , 4I1JEER, dt&: (2019) ; (E: KEAEKE) , FERWESEANE, EESFHFERE
M (2019) ; (HHZEZFE) . BennetMedia Studio, 4H2Y (2018) ; (/KZ|LEL: KHEIKEZSARE) , BHEZAK,
U (2018) ; (540 SKEAREKERE) , ICILABAS 2k, JLER (2018) ; (FKHA=E: KERE(ERE) | &2
AzsjE, £ (2018) ; (&: XEAIK) . £ 3 B, JbtR (2015) ; (FL2R%: KEAEKENE) |, 41 JEE,
IR (2014) ; WSEKBRE, XFEZATL, & (2014) ; (WFDK) , BRIGHEARE, BA (2014) ; (K&EZ
Y, EFRFFESBEE, bR (2014) ; GELRY , KFZA=E, bR (2013) ; (BAZE) , /\XFREEB, b=
(2013) ; (FEZ LMETMEY) , £ 3 EE, dtE (2012) ; (—5%) , XSS ARHL, dbm (2012) ; (BT
EIRUESIREY , 800 S3EAME, LB (2011) ; (BE&EA) , BHAAZERE, XF (1988) .

ZEkR, EBSESERNEERRE. ZANFRSZAE RS, AREREEEEFEEMNFRE. FENER. 1t73
2AT, ENERVKER. TNEREARS, SRBTEEEERREHFEATY. BARERBRIAE. BRI
WEARFD, FHIMKBRZEARTE, LEFIRHERREAE, ZEETRBEEEARE, BEAFIR=AES, BAFFHES
giEke, EraRBIZAREMIELNBRIMRESEANESEIRD.

thEREZMEFREAEES KR EWRIN, BF: 1996 F, EEWMHIESS; 1998 F, £E LUCE EE£%; 2004
F, BAATTREESR,; 2014 F, BEEREREARRE.

SKEAEFRUERA S IS 2 AR EYIE. FHHEZAREIE. BAERIEMEAIE. RIIZAREIE. JILRFEEAE. ERE
EIEAIE. FUNFESBSEAIE. SIMEEMZATAFAT. EEFRRLESEARE. BANNAS AR OFBRIMIDLGE.

Zhang Zhaohui, born in Beijing in 1965, graduated from Nankai University in 1988. He continued his studies at the
Chinese National Academy of Arts under the supervision of Professor Shui Tianzhong and was awarded a Master of
Arts degree in 1995. In 1998, he earned another Master of Arts in Contemporary Art Curatorial Studies from Bard
College, USA. From 2003 to 2006, he pursued his doctoral studies at the Central Academy of Fine Arts, tutored by
Professor Pan Gongkai. He currently lives and works in New York and Beijing.

His solo exhibitions include: Luminosity, Red Gate Gallery, Beijing (2026); Light of Ink, Crossing Art, New York (2025);
Rethink Ink, 456 Art Gallery, New York (2024); Aurora, Meile Art Compound, Taiwan (2023); Enchantment, Megafield
Art Space, Beijing (2023); New Works, Red Gate Gallery, Beijing (2019); Run: Zhang Zhaohui Ink, Donglai Mountain
Art Museum, Massachusetts, USA (2019); Light of the Century, Bennet Media Studio, New York (2018); Warp and Weft
Ink Painting, Galway Art, Hangzhou (2018); Light and lllusion, ICI LABAS, Beijing (2018); Sky Light and Cloud Shadow:
Zhang Zhaohui, Anji Art Space, Shanghai (2018); The Light of Heaven, Being 3 Gallery, Beijing (2015); The Threads
That Connect Us: Zhang Zhaohui Ink Painting, Red Gate Gallery, Beijing (2014); Abstract Ink Painting, Tenpo Art Center,
Taipei (2014); Mountains and Waters, Fukuoka Asian Art Museum, Japan (2014); Ink Light, Peninsula Hotel Beijing,
Beijing (2014); Light Infinity, Design Art Space, Beijing (2013); Dao of Nature, Hakkokai Gallery, Beijing (2013);
Narcissus Beyond the Myth, Being 3 Gallery, Beijing (2012); One and Mass, Light and Time Art Center, Beijing (2012);
Origin of Time, 800 Art Museum, Shanghai (2011); Travel to Yellow River, Library of Nankai University, Tianjin (1988).

He has been invited to participate in numerous influential group exhibitions, international biennales and art fairs
worldwide. His key participations include the Curitiba Biennale, China-ltalia Biennale, Nordart, Fukuoka International
Ink Painting Exhibition and Asian International Art Exhibition. Exhibition venues cover Kunstwerk Carlshutte in Germany,
art spaces in Turin, Italy, Kyushu Geibunkan Art & Culture Center in Japan, contemporary art spaces in Singapore,
Brussels Art Museum in Belgium, Chateau de Tours Art Museum in France, Palazzo Reale di Milano in Italy, Monastery
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of Capri in Italy, Niemeyer Museum of Art in Brazil, as well as a great many museums and galleries across China and
abroad.

He has received a variety of international art grants and professional awards, including: the Asian Cultural Council
(1996), the Luce Foundation Grant (1998), the Asia Link Foundation (2004), and the Silver Medal of the 1st Nanjing
International Art Festival (2014).

His works are collected by Art Institute of Chicago, Denver Art Museum, Fukuoka Asian Art Museum, Macao Museum
of Art, Inside-Out Art Museum (Beijing), Deji Art Museum (Nanjing), West Lake Art Museum (Hangzhou), Asian Art
Research House (Chicago), Eastover Art Center (MA, USA) and Kyushu Geibunkan Art & Culture Center (Japan).

XFZAREU About the Art Director

4%, ILEKXFSZAZERHR, EXESERRELER. REESHEFUZRZZAFZRITNEBREA. FEXZF
BRNSEIERE. EREANSEER. PEEFFLEIaR. FEEARNSEICSREERZEEE. 2016 FAiE
HEBKIFERFRHR, 2022 FNEFEHEEETEFEZINEZTIFE.

SAEEBENEERFIEE, 2AREIS. 2AHIT. BUERK. RIAEUESHHEAVEE. M5k, ERIHHMEE 20 &6,
ICHAEIRIEREE: (SAMITESIE) AERERAZWIRME, 2025) | (DARSEBICSESLE) (BEEALIRK,
2025) . (fE&: FAESAEREHR) UEAFEHRIE, 2023) . BEERIWZARRE 200 R, KFRMERERE
g F 54 BREHEMRZANERGTER, HELACE: BETEFEERZSANFRE F.

Peng Feng is Professor at the School of Arts, Peking University and a recipient of the Special Government Allowance
from the State Council. He concurrently serves as Convener of the Discipline Appraisal Group for Art Studies under the
Academic Degrees Committee of the State Council, Vice Chairman of the China Literary and Art Critics Association,
Vice President of the International Association for Aesthetics, Vice President of the Chinese Aesthetics Society, and
Deputy Director of the Theory and Curatorial Committee of the China Artists Association. He was appointed Yangtze
River Distinguished Professor by the Ministry of Education in 2016, and nhamed one of the Fifth National Outstanding
Young and Middle-aged Literary and Art Workers with Both Moral Integrity and Professional Excellence in 2022.

His teaching, research and practice focus on aesthetic theory, art theory, art criticism, exhibition curation and script
writing. He has published 20 monographs in total. His recent publications include: An Introduction to Art Criticism (Peking
University Press, 2025), Modern Imagery Theories and Imagery Paintings (Lingnan Fine Arts Publishing House, 2025),
Puzzles of Art History (Peking University Press, 2023). He has curated over 200 art exhibitions. Representative shows
include Pervasion: Chinese Pavilion of the 54th Venice Biennale and Encounter the Silk Road: The 1st Xinjiang
International Art Biennale of China.
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About Red Gate Gallery XJF4I| JimER

Brian Wallace first arrived in China in 1984 and began organizing exhibitions for young Chinese artists at the Ancient
Observatory and other places from 1988 — 1990.

In 1991 he opened Red Gate Gallery in Beijing’s 600-year-old Ming Dynasty Dongbianmen corner tower.

Over the last 35 years, the gallery has been engaging and promoting Chinese artists by exhibiting the best of Chinese
contemporary art as well as facilitating cultural exchanges and dialogues between China and the rest of the world
through its vibrant Artist-In-Residence Program established in 2001.

In 2017, Red Gate Gallery moved to 798 Art Zone focusing on Chinese contemporary art and international cultural
exchange.

Red Gate is recognized both as a tour de force and trail blazer in the history and development of the contemporary
Chinese art scene.

foBA-4e3k 1 (Brian Wallace) FT1984FERKEIFE, HT1988FE1990FFHREIREMREF M ATEFEZ AR
AL, 19915, MEAEREB600FHRAICRIBRAGE IAEEIAIER. i ERISFER, A JER—EH
DT ERPESNZARRGE, BOMET PEZAR, #2001 FEmHENNERENZ AR, EFFES
R E I XA AT RFXTIE,

20175, LI JEREETSZAR, EFPEISNZATERIMUIZR.

AIERBHE NP ESAZ AR A LR RHETRIFFEIHAE.

1t§fﬁgﬂﬂﬂ|z}-§ﬂllﬁﬁ2%ﬁ 7982*8 ﬁ briani@radgategallery.cam gﬁ‘g wwired gatagallery.com
798 Art District, No. 2 Jiuxiangiao Road,
Chaoyang District, Beijing

E3iE Tel: +86 137 010 787 21 B redgategallerybeing  AGIR @HITIE

Fristia | A= ZRFH 9:00-17:00
Opening Hours | Tuesday - Sunday 9 am - 5 pm
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