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Those Formative Years: Collecting from the 80s
Early Work in the Collection of Brian Wallace

July 29 - August 27, 2023

Red Gate is happy to announce its new exhibition from my collection -
Those Formative Years.

12 artists will be presenting work from 1989 to 1999. Painting,
printmaking, mixed media and installations will reflect on the exciting
times of the 90s when young artists were exploring a new future creating,
discussing and exhibiting.

It was a formative time for the gallery scene as well - Red Gate opened in
1991 along with a number of other smaller galleries, most notably around
Ritan Park. For many artists, it was the first time for them to exhibit in a
commercial gallery space, and for the new ‘gallerists’, it was a learning
curve from the ground up!

For me, this exhibition takes us back to the early days of the nascent art
scene: many exhibitions were held in unused temples and Ming Dynasty
structures around Beijing; we visited artists’ studios in small apartments,
or farm houses in the Old Summer Palace; we were invited to the more u
p -
market Salons Without Sofas in the home of the Australian cultural couns
ellor.

Many of the artists in the show have had a long association
with Red Gate — some even from our very first exhibition held in the
Dongbianmen Tower in July 1991. Most have played important early
roles in China’s art scene and education, and many have built stellar
careers over the last three decades.

The memories of those early, formative times flood back!

Brian Wallace
Director / Founder Red Gate Gallery
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1992 ;&IE% %g]zCrossing

R EHEOil on canvas

Zhang Yajie 110 x 95 cm




1 994 ,ﬁ%ﬁqz %92;’@2— Sea of Desire No. 1

Su Xinping 75712#%@ Lithograph
63x43cm




1 995 ﬁﬁi‘ﬁqz ?ﬂgggﬁZ: Sea of Desire No. 2

Su Xinping E:H&E Lithograph
37x44cm



1996 PRKEK
Chen Qingging

[EIZRA9EE E On the Way Home
1996

L& ¥ Mixed media

20 x50 x 30 cm



1996 ESF ?;LEG Eternity
fAhR® Etching

Tan Ping o

75 x 51 cm
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Wang Luyan

WEBE1TZ%E-25 W Bike- 25
1996

ZEE Installation

7125

104 x 180 x 50
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1997 FEE
Zhou Jirong

&/GH9I2:2— Last Memory |
1997

ZMhRiE Silkscreen print
17/20

65 x 48 cm
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#HE:HE Oil on canvas

Fo#R Untitled
39 x 46 cm

1999

Huang Yan

1999 &E
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Wang Jin 56 x 36 x 3.5 cm
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1999

L&+ E Mixed media
41 x 28 cm
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Jin Feng
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The Rooster Calls and the Day Begins
1999

1252 Photograph

10f 10

110 x 80 cm
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Brian Wallace first arrived in China in 1984 and began organizing exhibitions for young Chinese
artists at the Ancient Observatory and other places from 1988 — 1990.

In 1991 he opened Red Gate Gallery in Beijing’s 600-years old Ming Dynasty Dongbianmen
corner tower.

Over the last 32 years, the gallery has been engaging and promoting Chinese artists by exhibiting
the best of Chinese contemporary art as well as facilitating cultural exchanges and dialogues
between China and the rest of the world through its vibrant Artist-In-Residence Program
established in 2001.

In 2017, Red Gate Gallery moved to 798 Art Zone focusing on Chinese contemporary art and
international cultural exchange.

Red Gate is recognized both as a tour de force and trail blazer in the history and development of
the contemporary Chinese art scene.

fBA- %3kt (Brian Wallace) F1984FE/RREIFE, HTF1988FE1990FHIFEILREMRE
FMAPEFREZARARRIE, 19915F, MAEEBC00FEHEMNILRIBARRETAEGIZL]
EE., F3ENR2EFEE, 4MEB—ERNTERHEHRZROEHE, BUME FEZAR,
FiEd 7 HE D NEIE T Z AR B (B P E S R E XX RIRATE,

20174, ANEREETISZAX, EFHFEIAZANEIFXMARE.
AEBEAIANAPE SR ZAR DL LERHEZRNSEFRE.
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